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meets, which are under the control of the patriarch or of
the bishop of the diocese, have been usually founded by
wealthy and charitable Greeks, with the understanding
that the surplus income be devoted to the maintenance of
schools or hospitals. Orthodox monks follow the rule of
Saint Basil, with modifications differing In different estab-
lishments. Of the four ancient divisions of Jacobite-Syrian
monks, the Eremites, the Stylites, the Coenobites, and the
Inclusi, only the two latter remain. A few still live in cells.
All are under episcopal jurisdiction.1
Of the origin and development of the Brotherhood of
the Holy Sepulchre we have already written at length.
The head-quarters are in the very heart of the Holy City,
at the celebrated Convent of Constantino, popularly known
as the Greek convent, or Deir-er-IIum. In the bewilder-
ing jumble of Its open courts, dim, vaulted passages, quaint
little gardens, and steep stairways a stranger might easily
get lost. This mass of buildings, which covers a large area,
is joined on the north to the patriarchate by a bridge over
a narrow lane, and on the east to the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre by the roof of a covered arcade under which
flows the life of the city along the so-called Christian street.
Since the Middle Ages the history of this Greek convent is
intertwined with the history of Jerusalem. One is tempted
to trace, at least to a certain extent, the friendly relations
between Christians and Moslems which distinguishes the
life of Jerusalem to the dominating influence of this insti-
tution, which for centuries not only has given employment
to the poor of all classes, but which has extended patron-
age in return for protection to the noble Moslem families.
A similar tale might be told of the Franciscan convent.
The Greek convent has much property at different points
within the city walls, as well as large and remunerative
agricultural estates, mainly on the south-west side of the
town.
The president of the brotherhood is, ex officio, the patri-
arch, who thus must have been elected from the monks of
this order. In the Convent of Constantine are resident eight
1 "Six Months in a Syrian Monastery/' p. 325, by 0. II. Parry.

